
Corn Rootworm
Best Management Practices

Before opening a bag of seed, be sure to read, understand and accept the 
stewardship requirements, including applicable refuge requirements for 
insect resistance management, for the biotechnology traits expressed in the 
seed as set forth in the Bayer Technology Stewardship Agreement that you 
sign. By opening and using a bag of seed, you are reaffirming your obligation 
and agreement to comply with the most recent stewardship requirements.

Bayer is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Bayer products are commercialized in accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with Bayer’s Policy for Commercialization of 
Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops. Commercialized products have been approved for import into key export markets with functioning regulatory systems. Any crop or material produced from this product can only be 
exported to, or used, processed or sold in countries where all necessary regulatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and international law to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where 
import is not permitted. Growers should talk to their grain handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying position for this product. Excellence Through Stewardship® is a registered trademark of Excellence Through Stewardship.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. B.t. products may not yet be registered in all states. Check with your seed brand representative for the registration status in your state.

Roundup Ready® 2 Technology contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate. Glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Respect the Refuge and Corn Design® and Respect the Refuge® are registered trademarks 
of National Corn Growers Association. Bayer, Bayer Cross, Roundup Ready 2 Technology and Design™, Roundup Ready® and VT Triple PRO® are trademarks of Bayer Group. ©2022 Bayer Group. All rights reserved.

Bayer has implemented a comprehensive program for the management of corn rootworm (CRW),  
including a series of best management practices (BMPs) to assist growers on every field where they report 
unexpected damage.

We encourage growers to follow recommended integrated pest management (IPM) practices, including cultural control tactics, 
scouting, and the appropriate use of pest thresholds and sampling. If you are not seeing high CRW pressure in a field and you 
are planting a product with a single mode of action such as VT Triple PRO® corn, we recommend updating your IPM program  
to include regular scouting to assess if the addition of an insecticide or other IPM practice is necessary. These BMPs provide 
practical solutions to reduce CRW populations, limit CRW damage, and enable insect resistance management.

 1 Plant the required refuge 
2 Rotate crops 

Rotate to a crop that is not a CRW host, such as soybeans,  
at least every third year if any of the following are applicable:

• In long-term continuous corn system.
• CRW populations are high.
• Experiencing problems with CRW trait performance.

In areas where rotational-resistant CRW variants exist, such  
as extended diapause eggs or soybean, CRW management 
options may be needed the following year.

3 Rotate traits
• Use B.t. products with multiple modes of action for CRW 

control whenever possible.
• If using a product with multiple modes of action for CRW 

control is not an option, rotate to a different B.t.-traited product 
that controls CRW.

4  Use non-B.t. or non-corn CRW  
protected corn

• Use B.t. products with multiple modes of action for CRW 
control whenever possible.

5 Manage CRW with insecticides 
Adult CRW Management Considerations

• Scout fields for CRW adults during silk stage (typically July  
and August) as adult CRW beetles feed on corn silks and may 
reduce yield.

• Foliar sprays may be an option if CRW beetle populations 
reach an economic threshold for damage (~1 beetle per plant).*

• Follow university extension service or local crop consultant  
recommendations for products, rates and proper timing of 
adult spray applications for reducing CRW beetle populations.

• Multiple sprays may be necessary.

Larval CRW Management Considerations

• The application of an insecticide to the soil surface, in furrows 
and/or incorporated into the soil (referred to as “soil applied 
insecticide,” “soil insecticide” or “SAI”) is not recommended  
for control of CRW in B.t.-traited corn except under  
limited circumstances. 

• Consult with extension, crop consultants or other local experts  
for recommendations when considering a combination of  
CRW-protected traits and soil applied insecticides.

• SAIs should not be necessary for CRW control with pyramided 
CRW-traited B.t. corn. 

*Culy, Edwards & Cornelius. 1992. Journal of Economic Entomology 85: 2440-2446. 


